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Advent Devotion Week 3 
  

“Born With A Purpose” 
 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
As a young chorister in St Hilda’s Church, Christmas would not be 
complete without singing the song that is adapted from this famous 
passage in Isaiah: 
 
For Unto us a Child is born 
Unto to us a son is given 
And the Government shall be upon His shoulders 
And His  name shall be called 
 Wonderful, Counsellor,  
The Mighty God 
The Everlasting Father 
And the Prince of Peace is He 
 
My mind would drift to that chilly night to Bethlehem and a stable 
where laying in the hay was a child, but no ordinary child.  This 
child was born with a purpose. This child, as promised, would be “ 
the bright light” that would shine on everyone (Isaiah 9:1-2). He 
was part of God’s eternal plan to reconcile man to God. The Son 
of God, born fragile and vulnerable as a baby, would soon rise from 
His death as a Conqueror and establish the victory of God over the 
lies of the enemy. Jesus, the Light of the world would break 
through the darkness of eternity!  
 
Looking back at my own life, I too was born with a purpose. God’s 
light shed that purpose, in Him wanting to use me to be an 
encourager at an early age. Hence, my involvement in pastoral care 
as a parish assistant at St. Hilda’s Secondary School and later as a 
professional counsellor. Even though I might appear to be fragile 
and vulnerable, God chooses time and time again to demonstrate 
His grace and mercy to me. From a  young teenager to this very 
moment, His light has never stopped shining on me… nor on you.  
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How can we not proclaim that God is a Wonderful God, a God 
whose light we so desperately need more than ever in these darker 
days? What comforts me every day is that this same God is an 
Everlasting God whose Kingdom is established forever. Come hell 
or high water, God is still on the throne! His light will never be 
hidden!  
 
Let us celebrate the light that has come! It is not about the presents 
around the tree, but the Presence of  a Mighty God who knows us 
intimately. Allow His light to show you the way this Christmas 
season.  
 
Reflection 
 

a) Take some time to dwell on the names of God from Isaiah 
9:6. At this moment in your life, which name of God speaks 
the most to you and why? Give thanks to Him.   
 

b) What is God’s purpose for your life? Allow God to shine His 
light on your life, revealing His purpose for you. Seek God 
and ask Him to show you during this Advent season how He 
would like to use you for His kingdom. 

 
 
Prayer 
 
Thank You Jesus that I am Your workmanship and that You have 
a future for me. Reveal to me more of who You are, so that I might 
decrease and You might increase in my life this Christmas season. 
In Jesus’ Matchless Name I pray, Amen.  
 

Ian Poulier 
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Christmas Carol 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O praises sing to God the King  
Our Lord Emmanuel 
O come to us, abide in us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 


