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Advent Devotion Week 4 
 

“Arise, Shine” 
 

Isaiah 60:1-3 
 
Light is defined as the natural agent that stimulates sight and makes 
things visible while darkness is the partial or total absence of light. 
“Darkness” in both Old and New Testament is an evocative word. If 
light symbolizes God, darkness connotes everything that is anti-
God: wickedness, sin and death. 
 

We read in Isaiah 59:21, “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” 
says the LORD. “My Spirit, who is on you, and my words that I have put in 
your mouth will not depart from your mouth,  or from the mouths of your 
children, or from the mouths of their descendants from this time on and 
forever,” says the LORD. 
 

What an amazing promise! A covenant from the Lord! God Himself 
fills us with His Spirit and His Word. Hence, v.1 of Isaiah 60 is a 
call to arise! We are empowered and equipped with the Spirit of God 
Almighty and with His Word. That should enable us to rise from our 
spiritual slumber, overcome the temporal challenges and trials of our 
earthly lives and joyfully live our earthly lives giving glory to His 
Name with thanksgiving. 
 

v.2 paints a picture of God’s glory, God’s light shining through the 
darkness. Darkness cannot hold God’s light! 1 John 1:5 states, 
“...God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.” Christ, God’s 
light,  shines through our lives - our innermost thoughts, the 
meditation of our hearts, our actions and our words. No matter how 
dark our lives are, God’s light rises upon us and His glory appears 
over us. 
 

v.3 speaks of nations and kings being drawn into God’s light. Let us 
look at this verse in the light of  Romans 10:13-17. Nations and 
people in authority will be drawn to Jesus if we, God’s children, will 
speak of the Good News of Christ, fulfilling Jesus’ Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20. People will be drawn to Christ if 
we “WALK THE TALK”. 
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COVID-19 really caught the whole world by surprise. Overnight, 
countries and governments found themselves in chaos and turmoil 
trying to understand why, what and how this pandemic should be 
addressed. This was soon followed by nationwide lock-downs in 
various levels and degrees all over the world. Our own daily routine 
and lifestyle in Singapore took a dramatic change with the 
commencement of the Circuit Breaker. Most of us would define this 
period as dark for it was challenging not to be able to freely go about 
our daily routine, on top of that be restricted by masks, safe-
distancing and safe-entry registration. COVID-19 had put the whole 
world into an almost stand-still. 
 

Yet, COVID-19 also changed believers all over the world. For God’s 
people, COVID-19 provided opportunities to reach out and 
encourage those who are in need, especially those in the faith. We 
prayed more. We studied God’s Word more. We learned to look after 
the good of others instead of just our own. We realized we could do 
away with a lot of our wants and be satisfied by having our needs 
met. COVID-19 enabled the church to adjust to the changing times 
and to find ways to effectively continue worship and discipleship.  
 
 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) 
 

God’s glory and light is indeed upon us. There is hope, peace, joy, 
and love amidst the psychological darkness because God is with us. 
God is sovereign. He is still God over our circumstances, emotions 
and struggles. Therefore, we can rejoice and be glad.  
As we celebrate Advent, 

• Let us rejoice that God is at work and God’s light shines 
through in our lives and in our circumstances! 

• Let us rejoice in Jesus, the light of the world! 
• Let us look forward in joyous expectation of Jesus’ return, 

shining forth His light before men! 
 

 Reflection 
1. Do we want God’s glory and God’s light to shine through us 

and in us or are we comfortable hiding in the dark? Take some 
time and allow the Lord to show you your heart.  
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2. As God’s children, are we bearers of His light? Are people 
drawn to Christ through us? Pray and ask the Lord to show you 
how He wants to use you to bring others to Him.  

 
Prayer 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we give You thanks for 
sending Your only son Jesus Christ to overcome the darkness in this 
fallen world and in our lives. You, LORD, are our lamp. You turn 
our darkness into light. Your word is a lamp for our feet, a light on 
our path. Let us walk in Your light. Let us be a beacon of Your light 
to those around us - our families, friends, colleagues and neighbors. 
Make us mindful that Jesus is the light of the world. Whoever 
follows Him will never walk in darkness,  but will have the light of 
life. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 
 

Jo Anne Jungnickel 
 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Christ Is In You 

(Chorus)        
Rejoice, rejoice, Christ is in you 
The hope of glory in your heart 
He lives, He lives, His breath is in 
you 
Arise a mighty army                 
We arise  

Now is the time for us to march 
upon the land 
Into our hearts He will give the 
ground we claim 
He rides in majesty to lead us into 
victory 
The world shall see that Christ is 
Lord                              
(Chorus) 

 

 

God is at work in us his purpose 
to perform 
Building a kingdom of power and 
not of words 
Where things impossible by faith 
shall be made possible 
Let’s give the glory to Him now
         (Chorus) 

Though we are weak His grace is 
everything we need 
We’re made of clay but this 
treasure is within 
He turns our weaknesses into His 
opportunities 
So that the glory goes to Him   
(Chorus) 

https://youtu.be/1wtLsQ-HYJY 



 


