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Advent Devotion Week 2 
  

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 

John 1:4-5 
 
This year has been a most memorable year for me. It’s the year I 
turned 50. Wow, I made it to 50 by God’s grace, and it really has 
been an eventful year.  
 

I had travelled to Vietnam right before the onset of Covid-19 but 
in February, the bank where I work in invoked its contingency plan, 
and I was sent to our back-up site together with some other 
colleagues. This arrangement was meant to last only 2 to 3 months, 
but eventually lasted 9. Even when I returned to my office recently, 
there were still a number of changes that needed getting used to.  
 

At home, our family life began to revolve more around cooking, 
doing household chores together and just spending more time 
together, since all “outside” activities came to a standstill during 
the Circuit Breaker. This year has also seen me getting more 
frequent gout attacks – I often joke that my body is not as efficient 
as before (in processing prawns perhaps?). I was also concerned 
when Serena was scheduled to go for an elective operation under 
General Anesthesia, but eventually, God intervened by sending her 
a skillful doctor in the A&E, and the procedure was avoided! Praise 
the Lord! 
 

In church life, as honorary treasurer, I saw God provide our church 
with a surplus in order that we may bless others in this difficult 
time. I was also encouraged when our cell members were willing 
to meet up over Zoom, even increasing our meetings to weekly 
ones where previously we only met fortnightly! Thanks to the 
Circuit Breaker, I was also able to join the Friday morning men’s 
fellowship. After we were allowed to come back to worship onsite 
in church, my family and I found the rare opportunity to serve 
together at the 8am service. 
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Now, here we are in the season of Advent and I am in awe of how 
the Lord has seen us through the many changes and struggles that 
have taken place, some of which are still ongoing. 
 

In this week’s passage, John 1:4 tells us that “In Him (Jesus) was 
(eternal) life and that life was the light of all mankind”. Verses 
1-3 tell us that Jesus was there at the beginning and without Him 
there would be no creation, no life. Life is found only in Jesus. He 
is the light of the world, and His life and all that He creates point 
to God. In John 10:10 we are reminded that Jesus said, “The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.” Despite the changes and 
struggles that this year has brought, we can thank God for the light 
that He has given us and His promise of eternal life through His 
son Jesus. 
 

John 1:5 says “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” This year may have been overwhelming with 
darkness for some, but we can find comfort that Jesus’ light shines 
in the darkness and He has not been overcome by the darkness. 
Even in our darkest moments, we can choose to shift our focus 
from our troubles onto the light of Christ, and His light can fill us 
and see us through these tough times. Not only that, when we allow 
the light of Christ to fill us, we too can reflect His light to the world. 
We can begin to declare who Christ is, and testify of all that He has 
done in our lives even during these difficult times.  
 

The words of an old hymn come to mind: 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
 

May we turn our eyes upon our Saviour this Advent season, and let 
His light and life fill us to an overflowing, so we may also bring 
light to others. 
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Reflection 
 

a) Let us give thanks to the Lord for His light and life that fills 
us, and let us ask Him to seek out any areas in our lives that 
we have withheld from His light, and surrender it to Him, 
asking Him to fill it. 

b) Take some time to pray for those who may be struggling, and 
ask the Lord how we can bring His light and life to those 
whom we meet, that we may share His love and light with 
them. 

 
Prayer 
 

Dear Father, we want to thank You for sending Your Son Jesus into 
the world. We thank You that we can trust You despite all that is 
going on in the world, and we thank You that we have hope in You, 
for in You there is eternal life. Father, enable us to be a blessing to 
those around us, and help us to be reflections of Your light and life. 
Let our lives be a beacon of Your love and hope, that others may 
come to know You and come into Your saving grace. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen. 
 
Christmas Carol 
 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
Come, Thou long expected 
Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins 
release us, 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and 
consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom 
bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, 
Raise us to Thy glorious 
throne.

 


